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OLYMPIC GAMES - BEIJING 

336. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
With the Beijing Olympics a little over a year away, will the minister please advise the progress of Western 
Australian athletes in their quest for selection?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  Clearly, as a former Australian Olympian, he has a real interest in how 
Australia will do in the Beijing Olympics.  We can look at the effort being put in at the Western Australian 
Institute of Sport.  The WAIS athletics program builds on the strength throughout our community in sport.  The 
institute is really very important in helping to get athletes to the peak of their performance so that they can 
compete at a national and international level.  A big part of the program involves working towards the selection 
process for world championships and a range of other events that will lead to the selection of the Australian team 
for the Beijing Olympics next year.  It is certainly looking very good for Western Australian athletes.  Over the 
past 12 months, representation of Western Australian athletes in major national teams has been at 10.5 per cent.  
The target for Western Australian representation is 10 per cent, being our percentage of the Australian 
population, so achieving 10.5 per cent representation in national teams shows that we are meeting that 
benchmark.  Better than that, these athletes have achieved 14 per cent of all Australian world-class performances 
over that 12-month period.  Judged on the top eight positions in the world, WAIS-sponsored athletes have 
achieved representation of 14 per cent of all Australians in that category.  Among those, WAIS has produced 
eight world champions, six junior world champions and one Paralympics world champion, which bodes well for 
selection of Western Australians in the national team to compete in Beijing.  All members hope that Australia 
can continue to maintain its very high ranking and standing in Olympic competition due to the quality of our 
athletes and the training that they get, particularly through the Western Australian Institute of Sport.   
 


